
Reading the Scriptures
Objective
The main goals for this lesson are

1. To teach various scripture stories.

2.  To help children identify lessons they can learn from them.

3. To encourage family scripture study.

Materials
• Seven uninflated balloons. (Fourteen if you will be doing the sharing time separately for 

Junior and Senior Primary.)

• Seven pictures of scripture stories you would like to highlight.

• Black Sharpie marker.

• Stapler.

• Cardstock.

• Push pins.

Advance Preparation
1. Cut cardstock into one-inch strips. Cut enough strips for each child in Primary to have seven 

strips, and seven extra strips for your sharing time. (14 extra if you do ST twice.)

2. Label your seven (14) strips A, B, C, D, E, F and G.

3. Roll strips of paper, slip into balloons and blow up balloons. I put all inflated balloons in 
drawstring garbage bags to make them easier to transport.

4. Label seven pieces of cardstock (to cover scripture story pictures) A, B, C, D, E, F and G.

5. Review the scripture stories so that you know them well and can easily facilitate their 
retelling. The ones I used were:

• Joseph Smith’s First Vision (GAK 403)

• Samuel the Lamanite (GAK 314)

• Liahona (GAK 302)

• Samuel called by Lord (GAK 111)

• Sermon on Mount (GAK 212)

• Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego (GAK 116)
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• Daniel in the Lions’ Den (GAK 117)

6. Print enough of the take-home cards for the children in your Primary on cardstock.

7. Staple seven strips to each sheet.

Sharing Time
1. Use push pins to put scripture story pictures on bulletin board, covered by the labeled 

cardstock. Use more pins to attach the balloons (by their stems) around the pictures. 

2. Ask: What are some things that are sometimes a problem in your family? As children give 
you answers, write them in sharpie on the balloons. Answers might include: fighting, yelling, 
not listening, disobedience, etc. Wouldn’t it be great if we could “pop” the problems in our 
family and replace them with things that made our family stronger?

3. Reading the scriptures together as a family can do just that. Let’s look at some stories from 
the scriptures, what we can learn from them and how those lessons can strengthen our 
families.

• Pick one child at a time to come pop a balloon with a push pin and uncover the scripture 
story indicated.

• Have that child retell the story briefly. (They can have others help them.)

• Make sure that you find out WHO is in the story (both main and secondary characters), 
WHERE it happened, and WHAT the main lesson learned is. 

• Discuss how that lesson can make your family stronger. Write it on the strip of paper and add 
it to your “strong family” chain.

4. Say: Reading the scriptures together really can strengthen our families. We are promised 
this. I am going to read something that tells of a lot of good things that happen to families 
who read the scriptures together. There are at least eight promises in here - listen and see 
how many you can find. (Read quote and ask for at least three promises children heard.)

“And so, I counsel you, my beloved brothers and sisters and friends everywhere, to 
make reading in the Book of Mormon a few minutes each day a lifelong practice. I feel 
certain that if, in our homes, parents will read from the Book of Mormon prayerfully and 
regularly, both by themselves and with their children, the spirit of that great book will 
come to permeate our homes and all who dwell therein. The spirit of reverence will 
increase; mutual respect and consideration for each other will grow. The spirit of 
contention will depart. Parents will counsel their children in greater love and wisdom. 
Children will be more responsive and submissive to that counsel. Righteousness will 
increase. Faith, hope, and charity—the pure love of Christ—will abound in our homes 
and lives, bringing in their wake peace, joy, and happiness.” (Marion G. Romney, in 
Conference Report, Apr. 1960, pp. 110–13.)

5. Challenge the children to make their own chains this week (and bring them back to church 
next week for a treat.) Each day they read the scriptures with their family, have them write 
something they learned on a new strip of paper and add it to their chain. 
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Scripture study 

strengthens 

______!s family.
“And so, I counsel you, my beloved brothers and sisters and 
friends everywhere, to make reading in the Book of Mormon a few 
minutes each day a lifelong practice. I feel certain that if, in our 
homes, parents will read from the Book of Mormon prayerfully and 
regularly, both by themselves and with their children, the spirit of 
that great book will come to permeate our homes and all who 
dwell therein. The spirit of reverence will increase; mutual respect 
and consideration for each other will grow. The spirit of contention 
will depart. Parents will counsel their children in greater love and 
wisdom. Children will be more responsive and submissive to that 
counsel. Righteousness will increase. Faith, hope, and charity—
the pure love of Christ—will abound in our homes and lives, 
bringing in their wake peace, joy, and happiness.” (Marion G. 
Romney, in Conference Report, Apr. 1960, pp. 110–13.)

Every day you read the scriptures, write something you learned 
on a link and add it to your chain. Bring your chain back to 
Primary next week for a treat! :-)
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